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CITY  AND  RILGIONAL  PLANNING  AND  DEV~^LOPhEwT  IN  ISRAEL 

(Second  Edition) 

Compiled  by  Dr.  Gideon  Golany,  Visiting  Lecturer 

Department  of  City  and  Regional  Planning,  Cornell  University 

PREFACE 

Israel  is  considered  today,  along  with  the  Netherlands,  to  be  one  of  the 
few  countries  which  have  made  a  re?sonable  advance  in  the  field  of  city 
and  regional  planning  by  establishing  and  developing  new  tov/ns  and 
different  types  of  villages  in  unpopulated  and  partially  populated  regions. 

Israel's  city  and  regional  planning  processes  have  passed  through  two 
different  stages: 

The  first  stage  started  with  the  new-settlement  movement  by  Jewish 
immigration  in  the  second  half  of  the  19th  century  and  lasted  until  the 
establishment  01  the  State  of  Israel  in  19hQ.     Planning  and  development 
in  this  period  was  managed  mainly  by  the  Jewish  Agency.  The  public  sector 
was  the  only  developer.  Although  there  were  substantial  achievements 
in  planning  and  development  during  this  period,  these  achievements  were 
largely  of  an  improvisational  nature.  Planning  and  development  took  place 
during  a  period  of  political,  social  and  economic  conflict,  and,  with 
limited  natural  and  human  resources.  Examples  of  these  developments  were 
the  reclamation  of  swampy  regions  and  a  highly  original  system  of  rural 
development,  both  of  which  were  a  result  of  the  struggle  between  man  and 
nature,  and  societal  conflicts  and  political  difficulties.  A  unique  type 
of  economic  farm  settlement  was  developed  in  this  period. 

The  second  stage  began  with  the  establishment  of  the  State  of  Israel  {l9hQ) 
and  is  characterized  by  a  regular  planning  and  development  program  in 
which  the  state  was  in  full  control  of  natural  resources  such  as  land, 
water,  quarries  and  minerals  and,  to  a  large  extent,  the  labor  xorce. 
Planning  and  development  in  this  stage  was  the  responsibility  ox  both 
the  Central  Government  and  the  Jewish  Agency.  Public  investment  was  become 
the  major  developer  but  not  the  only  factor. 

Since  the  establishment  of  the  State,  the  unpopulated  regions,  including  the 
arid  area  of  the  Negev,  the  Dead  Sea  and  the  serai-arid  region  in  the  south, 
have  become  the  main  target  for  new  regional  planning  and  development  in 
Israel.  Besides  these,  a  major  emphasis  was  on  the  partially  populated 
regions  of  Galilee,  Jerusalem  Corridor  and  the  Valleys.  Step  by  step, 
regional  planning  has  become  comprehensive  and  is  looking  to  the  geographical 
region  as  one  organic  unit  highly  related  to  the  national  planning  system. 
In  this  period,  a  hierarchial  regional  settlement  system,  based  on 
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variations  in  size,  function  and  site,  has  been  developed.  This  pattern 
reminds  us  of  Christaller's  Central  Place  Theory  formulated  in  1933.  By  de- 
veloping this  pattern  of  regional  settlements,  an  effort  has  been  made  to 
solve,  through  planning,  physical  problems  together  with  social  planning 
problems  and  to  incorporate  with  this  pattern  a  radical  change  of  the 
economic  structure  of  the  farm. 

In  Israel,  there  are  25  developed  towns.  Of  these,  1?  are  purely  new  tov/ns. 
These  towns  were  developed  in  order  to  create  a  nuclear  center  for  regional 
facilities  and  services;  to  achieve  a  distribution  of  population  in  new 
regions;  to  establish  an  operative  defense  pattern  of  settlements,  and  to 
utilize  the  natural  resources.  Such  development,  faced  with  social  and 
economical  obstacles,  produced  the  n.ed  for  comprehensive  planning  of  the 
new  towns.  In  recent  years,  successful  results  have  been  achieved  for  some 
of  these  new  towns, 

Israel  is  now  recognized  as  a  successful  case  study  in  regional  planning 
which  has  gained  a  great  deal  of  experience  by  developing  a  new  type  of 
village  and  rural  development  programs  based  on  the  comprehensive  integration 
of  physical,  social  and  economic  differences. 

This  broad  bibliography  deals  with  city  and  regional  planning  and  development 
adopted  in  the  second  state  of  regional  planning  in  Israel, 

The  first  edition  of  this  list  was  published  in  Septenber  1967,  by  the 
Department  of  City  and  Regional  Planning  of  Cornell  University  for  use  in  a 
seminar  x^rhich  I  taught  on  Comparative  Regional  Planning  and  Development. 

This  second  edition  was  enlarged,  reorganized  and  updated  with  the  additional 

English  language  items  published  in  196?  and  1968. 

I  would  like  to  taank  wr.  G.  I'lenges,  the  Librarian  of  the  Department  of  City 
and  Regional  Planning  at  Cornell  University  for  his  assistance  and  tirs.  i-i. 
Vance  of  the  Council  of  Planning  Librarians —  jcchange  Bibliographies,  for 
publishing  this  edition, 

Cornell  University  Gideon  Golany 

Ithaca,  New  York 

i.ay,  1968 
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